A paper with the above title appeared in the December issue of the Journal of Clinfical Microbiologv (P. Ukkonen, A. Huovilainen, and T. Hovi, J. Clin. Microbiol. 24:954-958, 1986) . This paper described the attempt by a Finnish group to detect poliovirus antigen directly in stools. These stools were obtained from individuals infected with a new poliovirus type 3 strain, 3/Fin/K, isolated during an unexpected outbreak of poliomyelitis in Finland in 1984 and 1985 . The purpose of the Finnish group was 'to make an EIA [enzyme immunoassay] specific for one enterovirus type, poliovirus 3,-' and, more specifically, "to apply the test to the detection of poliovirus antigen directly in fecal specimens.' The authors failed to detect unequivocally the viral antigen in most of the stools tested but still reported their findings.
In their introduction, the authors cited some reports on the detection of viruses directly in stools and insisted on the absence of tests for the detection of poliovirus. What they failed to acknowledge are the numerous reports on the detection of poliovirus antigens in cell culture supernatants, for both virus identification and serotyping, especially for inactivated poliovirus vaccine production and environmental virology. They failed to acknowledge several previous reports on the detection of poliovirus antigens by immunoassay and in particular those presented during an international symposium and published in Dcv'elopinents in Biological Standaradization (1). They also failed to cite a very similar report on the rapid detection and serotyping of all three serotypes of poliovirus isolates (3), as well as other papers (2, 4).
Let us briefly review comparatively our assay and those described by Ukkonen et al. Our methods for the purification of poliovirus from infected Vero cells, as well as the preparation of antisera in rabbits and guinea pigs, were very similar to those of the Finnish group: we used similar doses of viral antigens and a similar immunization schedule. The major difference in our report is that we included al three serotypes of poliovirus in the development of our assay, while they prepared an assay specific for poliovirus type 3 only. Two enzyme immunoassays are described in our report: an indirect microplate (96-well) assay for the determination of specificity and serum titration and an indirect sandwich assay for the detection, identification, and serotyping of all three serotypes of poliovirus. The 
